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EdGwarg s Smith was forty 5:3&‘_;
old and a widower. At least be pnsu".j
for a widower, because be had N‘fsfq"
to believe that a marriage be bad mac
vears before had been annulled.
had since lived a single life and be
came very rirml of going to -
room ‘--.:rr afterncon on bls re“i"_--
from busipess and having to drag B
self out for company in the evening

Mr. Smith lived at a family botel,
and the room opposite to his Was e~
cupied by a Miss Isabel J":ws'\
Epinster g few Years young'ﬁ‘r than ‘ -
When Mr Smith would come 10

| rcom in the evening Miss Joned €Ol

hear him begve a deep sigh. She ‘m:.”‘;
what [t meant, for she often lamen
her own loneliness. She often met Mr

| Smi in the corridor and was m!:._n
pleassd with his appearance. There
his walk,

was gomething in his figure. 3y
his face, that reminded her of Some

oue she had known, but who this per-
son was she could not for ber life re-
eall

One evening Mr. Smith was asked to
take a hand at bridge whist In the
hotel drawing room. Miss Jones Wwas
ona .of the players and Mr. Smith's
partner. After that when the two mel
in the corridor or In the dining room

they exchanged greetings. Mr. Smith | 5" 114.09 an anoulment could bard-

asked himself, “Why should this lady |
and myself live alone in the world

when we can as well be companions? ‘
Then he would think of the uncertain-
|ty overhanging him with regard to his | Lo " Bt needed a home. Smith

previous marriage. How Inconsiderate |
is youth!  Instead of making an effort |
to learn the exact truth he had drifted |
on from day to day, month to month,
vear to year, without dolng so.

The marriage took place when he |
wns nineteen years old, He was al
clerk In a store. A girl barely sixteep
came in oxe day to look at some rib- |
bons. She was pretty, and the clerk |
was affable. He unrolled a great many
ribbons and got them all in & tangle. |

1Perhnps this had something to do with | Jones told him that she had had an

that other taugle into which he and |
the girl insensiLiy drifted. How easy |
lovemaking was when they were in
their teens—far easier tham at forty! |
THe first thing they knew they were |
marrfed. It did not seem of much |
more importance then than drinking a |
glass of soda water together. Now |
wedlock appeared like jumping off a
cliff in the dark, not knowing whether
there was rock or water beneath. |

They had gone to drive together and :

And rogurds herself os one deserving |incldentally called upon a parson, who | ¢peir age usually prefer to be married—

had married them. Then they drove |

It's a problem that is {ntricate, fndead; | l.ﬂ'l-"l!.l P En“’n. polled up hetore & con- i did the groom pay to preparations that
bright or | fectioner’s, where they partook of Ice | when he stood up to be married and

cream, and after that separated, the
girl going home, the boy buck to his
place of Lusiress. The gecret was not
long kept. The two were seen too of-
ten together. The girl's parents grew |
suspiclous. They forbnde her to see

her boy lover, whercupon she confess- |[

ed her marringe. |

They took her away—hbe knew not
where—but she contrived to get a tet- |

being anything above the ordinary. ter to him telling him that she was in | gyjven to the station and from there

New York. He had a few hundred |

gomething ‘rather heavy about her dollars, which he got together and | gide by side in their private compart-

started for that city. Despite the |
watchfulness of her parents they com-
municated and Inid a plan to sall to-
gether for a forelgn country. The
young busband, learniug that a ship
was about to sail for Rio de Juunelro,
engnged passage for himself und his
wife, and, meeting her Ly appoint-
ment, they agreed that they would go
to the steamer separately and not meet
till after it had left port and was well
out ut sea. This wounld fucilitate their
eluding the bride’s parents.

On the day the wessel salled the |
bride’s mother caught her doing some |
packing and, becoming suspicious, |
locked her daughter in her rovm. The
groom boarded the vessel Lefore the
other passengers began to go up the
gangway and hid himself.

bay and was standing out at sea that
he left his biding place and began to
look about him for his wife.
nowhere to be found.

It was some time hefore he made up
| his mind that she had been left behind.
| Then he wondered that he had not
| thought of such a contingency and laid
| his plans to prevent it. His wife was
| at home and he on his way to South
a, with no stop till he® arrived
there. "But was this last move any
more Inconsiderate than the marringe?

When young Smith reached Rlo de
Junelro be had $12 in his pocket and
no more. A new problem stared him
fu the face. He must sleep soume-
where and eat. He conld find places to
sleep and buy things to eat till bLia

ed he was troubled sbout his bride,

his loneir L

E
% . 1
i .

nwnl

eid

[ Twenty years‘had passed without his

| living she had married again. §

It was not |
until the ship hnd passed Lesond the |

She was |

money was gone, and so long as it last- |

a sethacks and advances that
=l 10 get to a point where
breask away and go home.
» drifted on and, not hearing

at last concluded that

bnd dominated her und
securs] an annulment of
> Finaliy the connection

i like a troubled dreamy. In his

cep he would dream that he had been

to bhis love, but when he

It wus with a sense of relief that

Ue experience was not real.

In the meanwhile Smith accumulat-
wealth. He had opportunities to
mwarry, but did pot know whether he
had a legal right to marry and in any
event did not care to mate with any
of the Spanish women he met in South
At last, after twenty years'

his u-_\.'.u‘

bly

ilie

1

Amerlea
sojourn there, he sold out his posses-
glons and returned to the land of his
birth.

Such was the early experience of
Mr. Smith, who when past middle life
found himself out of business, with no
family and with no other home vhan a
hotel, He bad made some inquiries
concerning his girl wife and ber peo-
ple, but had learned nothing. He en-
denvored to find evidence that his mar-
riage had been annulled, but had fail-

ly be within the law, since hea had not
received any papers in the case.

Mr. Smith and Miss Jones were
drawn together by a similarity of po-

decided to assk her to marry him.
Should he tell her of the uncertainty
hanging over him? If he did she
would, should she become his wife,
live under that uncertainty, whereas
if she knew nothing of the matter she
would bave nothing to worry about.

hearing of his girl wife, and he
thought it probable that if she were

When Mr Smith proposed Miss.

attachment in her youth that she had
never entirely recovered from, and she
thought be should know that there
was a bit of her affections that she
conld never give him. He replied . that
he, too, had had an affalr of the heart,
and on this point they were quits. His
conscience smote him for not telllng
the whole story, but he felt it rather a
kindness than an injustice to her to
refrain.

They were married ns persons of {

privately, Iudeed, so little attention

the clergyman asked for the wedding
ring Mr. Smith was thrown into con-
fusion by the discovery that he had
neglected to provide a ring. But the
bride came to the rescué. Blipping a
ring off ber finger, she handed it to
the clergyman, and the services pro-
ceeded without any further interrup-
ton.

From the church the couple were

started on & wedding journey. Seated

went, Mr, Smith reverted to the ounly
contretemps that occurred In the mar-
riage ceremony.

“What a stopid blunder 1 made in
not providing a wedding ring! When
I gnve yon the golitalre ot our engage-
ment I supposed it was all that was
required of me. 1 had forgotten that
when 1 was"— -

He stapped short.

“Forgotten what?" asked the bride.

Still there was no answer. Instead
he asked to see the ring with which
he bad warried her. Sle rafused, say-
ing it was connected with the early
affair of which she had spoken when
he proposed to her and he must con-
tent himself always to see it on ber
finger without un Inspection.

“It's not an engagement ring,” be
sald, *for it i= a plain gold clrclet with-
out o stone. It's more ke a wedding

ring.”
The blood mounted to the lady's
| cheek. She showed signs of collapse.

! “What troubles you?" asked the
groom anxlously

“1 should have told you. I have been
muarried. The ring is the one used at
wmy . st warringe.”

As she spoke she drew it from her
finger and handed §t to him. Inside
were the Inltinis ™ M. 8 o L J"

“Why, ‘E. M ure wy inltlals—Ed-
ward Morgan Smith”™

“There are thonsands of Smiths," she
staommered. 1 knew T first name,
Edward, which {8 a common one. (6o,
Lbut I didn’t know about the Morgan.'

They were loking into each otber's
eves, wonderine

“Are you Belle Jones®" he asked. I
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